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Student publishes chlldren s book about autism

By J.B. Wogan

In an effort to demystify
autism, Briana Facelli, 18, wrote
her first book.

Pacelli, who graduated from
Eastlake High School in May, col-
lzborated with her brother
Trevar, 15, on the work, entitled
“The Kindergarten Adventures of
Amazing Grace: What in the
World is Autism®

“I've always enjoyed writing.
It's been one of my strengrhs as
far as school subjects go,” Briana
said.

The book, which also served
as Briana's senior project, follows
a kindergartener named Grace as
she discovers that her dassmate
MNoah has autism._ Grace, a first-
person protagonist, learns to
view Moah's unusoeal behavior as
a distinguishing feature and part
of his personality.

Abouot one in 150 Americans,
or about .7 percent, has autism.

For the 2008-2008 school year,
147 students in the Issaguah
School District are expected to
hawve autism, about 0.9 percent of
the district's student population.
According o a Dec. 1, 2007 feder-
al report, 27% students in the
Lake Washington Schocl District
had autism, constituting slightly
more than 1 percent of that dis-
trice's student population.

One of those students is
Trevor Facelli.

*I didn’t really comprehend it
[ just knew that he acted differ
ently,” said Briana, who recalled
learning at age 10 that her broth-
er had autism.

As part of her project, Eriana
spent more than 70 hours
researching autism and children’s
literature.

After drafting the story with
pure text, Briana used stick-figure
drawings in a storyboard to give
Trevor an idea of what she need-
ed as a visual clement for the
book.

“I'm just naturally good," said
Trevor, a lifelong doodler. In all,
he illustrated 19 panels osing pen
and colored pencils. In most
cases, Trevor's first and final
drafis are the same.

A rising sophomore at
Eastlake, Trevor said he spends
his free time during the summer
playing piano, goitar and
Nintendo.

This fall, he will begin high
schoal, while Briana will enter
her freshman year at University
of Arizona. She plans to study

She said she hoped the fin-

ished product would appeal to
audiences in kinderza
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purchase — Briana has sold 15
copics — its primary purpose is
cdocational, Briana said. In the
futwre, school libraries and local
teachers could wse the book to
engage stodents in a discussion
about the disorder, she
explained.

‘Awarcness does cqual acoep-
tance,” said Lynne Banki,
Briana's mentor for the project.

Banki published a book aboot

“What Autism Means w Me" A
hybrid of informational material
and workbook pages, the book is
now osed at Montana Sate
University for stodents studying
special edocation.

Banki said that Briana's
approach w the topic as a first-
person account made the pro-

jeot unusual.

*It was a well-thought-out

story that would be enjoyed any-

way,” Banki said. *The younger
grades love o have books read
to them.”

Banki also pointed out that
Briana's book can be used to

educate young readers about autism.

help autistic children better
understand their disorder, too.

*1 know that some parents
have used my book o teach
their kids that they have autism.
I could see them doing the same
with hers,” Banki zaid.

Trevor said the experience
gave him new insights about
autism, too.

“I saw how other people seo
kids with autism, or think of
me,” he said. *It must be protty

hard to accept kids with antism.®
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